WEATHER

Rain to-day; local rain or snow and
colder to-morrow. Moderate
shifting winds.
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of the League of Nation:

Covenant
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War Counel
‘.\ or t‘e (l On | PARIS, Feb. 14.—The full text of the preliminary draft of the covenant of the League of Nations, read by President Wilson at the plenary session of the Peace Conference to-day, follows:
O Preamble.—In order to promote interiational cosperation and to seeure international peace and security by the acceptance of obligations not to resort to war, by the preseription of open,
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Nt““ l EI'lllS |just and honorable velations between nations, by the firm establishment of the wnderstandings of tnternational law as the actual rule of conduct among governments and by the maintenance of
LWL : | justice and a scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organi:

xed people with one another, the powers signatory to this eovenant wdopt this constitution of the league of nations:
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Article 1

HE action of the high contracting parties under the Lerms of this
covenant shall be effected through the instrumentality of a meet-

ing of a body of delegates reprezenting the high contracting parties,
of meetings at more frequent intervals of an executive counecil and
of a permanent international secretariat to be e<tablished at the

seat of the league,
Article 1l

Meetings of the body of delegates shall be held at stated intervals
and from time to time as occasion may vequire for the purpose of
deahing with matters within the sphere of action of the league.
Meetings of the bady of delegates shall be held at (he seat of the
league or at such other places as may be found convenient, and shall
consist of representatives of the high econtracting artics. Each of
the high contracting parties shall have one vote, but may not have
more than three representatives,

Article 1H1
The executive couneil shall consist of representatives of the
United States of America, the British Empire, Irance; ltaly and
Japan, together with representatives of four other states, members
of the league. The selection of these four statex shall lie made by
the body of delegates on such principles and in such manner as they
think fit. Pending the appointment of these representatives of the

concern to the league, and the high contracting parties reserve the
right to take dny uction that may be deemed wise and
safeguard the peace of nations.

It is herchy also declared and agreed to be the frie ndly right of
vach of the high contracting parbies to draw the attention of the
body of delegates or of the executive council to any cirgumstances
affecting international intercourse which thredten to disturb inter-
national peace or the good understanding between nations upon

which peace depends,
Article XII

The high contracting purties agree that should dispute arise
hetween them which cannot be adjusted by the ordinary processes
of diplomacy, they will in no case resorl to war without previously
submitting the questions and matters involved either to arhisration
or to inquiry by the executive council and until three months after
the award of the arbitrators or a recommendation by the executive
council, and that they will not even then resort to war as against
a member of the Jeague which complies with the award of the
arbitrators or the recommendation of the execulive couneil,

In any case, under this article, the award of the arbitrators shall
be made within & reasonable time, and the recommendation of the
executive couneil shall be made within six months after the sub-

mission of the dispute.
Article XIII

effectual to

tlons of membershin in the league for the purposes of the league,
which in the case of a stute member of the league would constitute
a breach of X1, the provisions of Article XVI shall be
applicable as against the state taking such aection.

I£ both parties to the dispute when so invited refuse to accept
the obligations of membership in the league for the purpose of such
dispute, the executive council may take such action and make such
recommendations as will prevent hostilities and will result in the
settlement of the dispute,

Article XVIII

The high contracting parties agree that the league shall be in-

trusted with general supervicion of the trade in arms and ammuni-

tion with the countries in which the control of this trafic is neces-
sary in the common interost

Article

Article XIX
F'o thase colonies and territories which, as a consequence of the
late war, have censed to he under the foverelgnty of the states which
formerly governed {lem, and which are inhabited by peoples not yet
able Yo stanid by themselves under the strenuous conditions of the
modern warld, there should be applied the principles that the well-
heing and development of such peoples form a sacred trust of civiliza-

tion, and that sccuri for the performance of this trust should be
embodied in the constitution of the leapgue.
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council shall be summoned by the President of the United States
of America.

Article V

The permanent secrveturiat of the league shall be established at

dispute likely to lead to rupture, which is not submitted to arbitra-
tion as above, the high contracting parties agree that they will refor
the matier to the executive couneil; either party to the dispute may
give notice of the existence of the dispute to the seerctary general,

of conscience o1 religion, subject only to the maintenance of public or-
der and movals, the prohibilion of abuses, sueh as the slave trade, the
arme traffic and the lguor trafiic, and the prevention of the establish-
ment of fortitications or military and naval based and of military
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Article XI
Any war or threat of war, whether immediately affecting any of
the high contracting parties or not, is hereby declared a matter of

A

mediately institute an inquiry into the circumstances and merita of
the dispute and recommend such action as may seem best and most
effectual in the circumstances.

In the event of a power so invited refusing to accept the obliga-

Amendments to this covenant will tuke effect when ratified by
the states whose rapresentatives compose the executive couneil and
by three-fourth of the states whose representatives compose the hedy
of delegates,

and Viscount Milner, of Great Britain
and the American delegates ut the head
lr\:f the table. There was little formality

Premier Clamencenu, who is president
of the conference, caslled the con-
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